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Minutes of the Provincial Council. 151 



UNPUBLISHED MINUTES OF THE PKOVINCIAL 
COUNCIL OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1692. 

[Among the papers purchased by the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania from the heirs of Proprietor Penn, were found some fragments of 
the minutes of the Provincial Council for the year 1692. Their publica- 
tion now adds one more of the many missing links in the Provincial 
history of our Commonwealth. — Ed.] 

Att a Councill held in ye Councill Roome att Philadelphia 
the 4th of ye second month 1692 : 

Present. 

"William penn absolute propriet' and Governo* of the 
province of pensilvania and Countys' annexed — by his 
Deputys Thomas Lloyd and "William Markham. 

Members of Councill present : 

Joseph Growdon William Biles 

Jno. Delavall John Cann 

Jno. Bristow George Martin 

Hugh Roberts Sam 11 Gray 

Sam 11 Levis Albertus Jacobs 

"William Jenkins Richard Hallywell. 
Griffith Owen 

The members of ye Committee reported to the Board that 
after ye perusall of ye Laws, their sence for their continu- 
ance as at New Castle 1690 And further y* ye same bee 
proposed by a Bill to be promulgated accordingly, and that 
the first excepted Laws in ye said Act of Continuance att 
New Castle bee entirely Subjicted to ye determination of 
ye next Generall Assembly. 
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And that ye Word Geese be added ye Law ag* Hoggs 
only at New Castle. 

That a New Bill bee prepared for ye Constituting of 
Provinciall Judges to ye further satisfacton and respective 
Conveneneys of ye Province and Territory es. 

That a Bill bee prepared ag* fforeigners tradeing with ye 
Indians and ag* any persons in the Govern* of ye Province and 
Territoryes to trade with them out of their Mansion Houses 
or ye most publick places or Townes in ye Respective 
Countys. 

The Committee further proposed to ye Governo r and Coun- 
cill the Consideration of a Bill for ye Confirmation of such 
patents for Lotts and Lands that have hitherto passed the 
Lesser Seal and that for ye fuiture may pass the Greater 
Seal. 

That a Bill bee prepared for ye support of ye Govern*. 

Joseph Growdon, Jno. Delavall and Jno Bristow are de- 
sired to prepare a Bill for ye Continuance of ye Laws and 
another for ye support of ye Govm*. 

John Cann Richard Hallwell and George Martin are de- 
sired to prepare the other Bills proposed and what more they 
see convenient. 

Adjourned till foure in ye afternoone 

Post Meride. 

Present as in ye forenoone 

Samuell Jennings Receiver Generall by his petition to ye 
Board requested their assistance in proposing a Method for 
ye easier Collecting the Governor's Quitt Rents which was 
Unanimously received and ordered to bee taken into Con- 
sideracon the next sitting. 

Adjourned till 7 in ye morning being ye 5th day of ye 2 d 
month. 

Then present 

"William Penn Absolute proprietary and Govern * by his 
Deputy Thomas Lloyd and William Markham 
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Members of Councill present 

Joseph Growdon Sara" Levis 

Arthur Cooke Griffith Owen 

Jn° Delavall Jn° Cann 

Jno Bristow Richard Hallywell 

Hugh Roberts Albertus Jacobs 

Willm. Jenkins Geo Martin 
"Willm Biles 

The Bill for Continuance of Law Read ye first tyme and 
passed in ye affirmative 

The Bill about Provinciall Judges read ye first tyme & 
passed in ye Affirmative. 

Governor Duns Commission to Patrick Robinson for ye 
Office of Attorney Qenerall dated ye 11 th day of ye 8 h 
month 1691 was read and well approved of by the Board. 

The Bill prohibiting Nbn-Residens to Trade w* h ye Indians 
and also Inhabitants Except in their Mansion Houses was 
read and referrd to addition and Ammend""". 

The Bill to prevent ye Iniquity of ffelony and Burglary 
was read ye first tyme. 

The Bill to raise money for ye support of the Govemt was 
read ye first tyme. 

Post Merid. 

Persons as in ye morning. 

A Bill imposting ye methods of paying and leaving ye 
Govermt Quitt Rents — layd aside. 

A Bill concerning Hoggs Geese etc. — layd aside. 

The other 5 above mentioned Bills read in ye morning 
was read the 2* tyme and passed in the affirmative. 

Adjourned till 8 next morning. 

The 6 th day of ye 2 d Month. 

Then present 

William Penn Absolute proprietary Governor by his 
Dep r Thomas Lloyd and Capt "William Markham. 
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Members of Councill present. 

Joseph Growdon Griffith Owen 

Arthur Cooke Sam 1 Levis 

Jn° Delavalle Jno Cann 

Jn° Bristow Rich d Halliwell 

Hugh Roberts Albertus Jacobs 

William Jenkins Geo. Martin 

William Biles Rich d Wilson 

Sam 11 Grey 

This day a Lr. that was prepared by Order of this Board 
in order to bee sent to Govern ' Dun (imposting their Greate 
like and approbation of ye present Deputation for ye Execu- 
tive parte of ye Govermt. of this Province and Territorys 
And the happy Union and Understanding that now is and 
is like to continue between his people here) was read 
approved of and Subscribed by the Lt. Governo* of the 
Province and Territories and by every Member there 
present. 

The Members of this Board have recommended to ye 
Choice and Election of ye Lt. Governo r such persons as hee 
shall think fitt to serve as provinciall Judges for ye next 
Provinciall Court to bee held in ye respective County' w tt in 
this province according to Law. 

This day the 5 beforementioned promulgated Bills, vizt : 
A Bill for Continuance of Laws, The Bill about Provinciall 
Judges — That prohibiting non Residence to trade & That To 
prevent ye impunity of ffelons. And a Bill to raise money 
for ye support of ye Goverm' were all read the third tyme 
and passed in the Affirmative 

The Legislative Councill is adjourned till the 10th day of 
ye 3 d mo 81 next according to Charter. 



Att a Meeting of the Dep'ty Governor & Council the 19th 
day of ye Third Month, 1692 : 
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Present 

The Deputy Governor 
Arthur Cook Griffith Owen 

John Delavall John Bristow 

Hugh Roberts Samuel Levis 

Upon reading of George Heathcote's petiton, It is Ordered 
That this petiton shal be considered of at ye next Council 
and then an Answer given thereunto. 

Upon reading of Micha Thomas' petiton It appears that 
this matter haveing been before the prov 1 Co 11 The Members 
present are not willing to intermedle further therein. 

Upon reading of a petiton for a fferry at ¥m Powell's 
It is referred to the Consideracon of the Justices of ye 
County Cort to order the premises. 

Att a Meeting of the Governor & Council held at the 
Council Room at Philadelphia the 20th 7th mo. 1692. 

Present 

Thomas Lloyd, Deputy Governor 
John Delavall Joseph Growdon 

John Bristow Wm Biles 

Hugh Roberts Samuel Levis 

Wm Jenkins Griffith Owen 

Upon reading of George Heathcote' peticon cravering 
Releife ag* the Judgm' rendered by the Judges at y" last 
prov 1 Cort held at Philadelphia whereby a verdict & Judgm' 
for the pet' (grounded upon a grand jury's presentm') at a 
late County Cort is declared to be reversed (suggesting, 
That because the ffact then found agt Jeremy Elfreth 
Thomas Groves & Thomas East being Burglary is an Enor- 
mous Crime Therefore the sd County Court had no Juris- 
diccon thereof.) It is moved on the pet' behalf That he may 
now receive an answer to his former peticon exhibited here 
at the last general Assembly on the same occasion (setting 
forth That the sd. provincial Judges in rendering their sd. 
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Judgment had manifestly erred and how they would not 
grant him an Appeal from that their Judgm' to the Governor 
and Council. And withall Desireing ye Board to allow him 
his sd. Appeal. And to cause the parties concerned to appear 
at such time & place As the Governor & Council should think 
fitt in order to the hearing of such Errors as the pet 1, can As- 
signe in the sd. Judges procedure. All which being duly 
weighed & Considered with a tender Regard as well to the 
Judgm' & legal proceedings of all ye Corts of Judicature as 
to the merits of the free & lawfull men of this Governm*. 
And least upon pretence of interfereing of Jurisdiccons there 
may happen a failure of Justice, Or any opportunity bee 
given for offenders to fly from or avoid the Judgm* of Law : 

It is hereby Ordered That the Record & proceedings 
aforesd be sent by One of the Judges of the sd provincial 
Cort to the next General Assembly to be held for this prov- 
ince so that ye Governor or his dep' y for the time being with 
the Advice of the freemen in the sd. general Assembly may 
inspect ye same. And may further doe what of right & ac- 
cording to Law ought to be done for the correcting of the 
aforesd Error (If any be) 

And it is hereby further Ordered That Jo" White, high 
Sheriff" of the County of Philadelphia, do forthwith take into 
his Custody ye sd Jeremy Elfroth, Thomas Groves & Thomas 
East (If found in his Ballywick and them safely keep & have 
at the sd general Assembly to hear the premises & further 
to do & receive that w 0l> by the sayd general Assembly shall 
be considered of in y* behalf. And in the mean time the sd. 
provincial Judges are to forbear & stop all further proceed- 
ings at y* prov 1 Cort concerning the premises. 

Whereas the Art & Manufacture of printing exercised by 
such as have been brought up in that profession hath been 
thought fitt to be encouraged as a very useful science & the 
well Governm' & regulating of printers & printing presses 
declared by the King & parliament of England to be a mat- 
ter of publick Care & great Concern. And the unlawfull & 
exorbitant practice of such licentious & evil disposed persons 
who within the King's Dominions or in parts beyond the 
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Seas shall print publish or sell Seditious Books & pamphlets 
is likewise declared to have a tendency to the dishonor of 
God & indangering ye peace of the Kingdom & raising a dis- 
affeccon to the King & his Governm': ffor prevention whereof 
an Act of parliament was made in the 13 th & 14 th of Charles 
y" Second & frthence continued by divers Acts of parliam'. 
Wherein Amongst other things It is Enacted That every 
person & persons that shall hereafter print or cause to be 
printed any Book &c or any other thing or things whatsoever 
shall thereunto or thereon printed sett his or their own name 
or names And also shall declare the name of the author 
thereof If he be thereunto required — upon pain of forfeiture 
of all such Books &c. or other thing or things printed con- 
trary to the Tenor of the sd Act. And the presses, Letters 
& types, lustrum*" for printing wherewith such Books &c. 
shal be so printed or set or prepared for printing thereof to 
be defaced & made unserviceable. And that the master 
printer ought to imploy to work at ye Case or press or 
otherwise ab' his printing any person but such only as are 
Englishmen & freemen or the Sons of freemen or appren- 
tices to the sd. Trade. And moreover That the persons 
offending ag* the sd Act or any Clause or thing therein con- 
tained & thereof convicted by Verdict, Confession or other- 
wise shall for y* first Offence be disenabled from exerciseing 
their respective trade for three years. And for the second 
Offence should forever thenceafter be disabled to exercise 
the art of printing. And shall receive such further pun- 
ishm' by fine Imprisonm' or other Corporall punishm* not 
extending to Life or Limb as the Justices of the King's 
Bench or Justices of Oyer & Terminer or Justices of Assize 
or Justices of the peace in their severall Quarter Sess. shal 
be thought fitt to be inflicted. The which Justices of the 
Peace are thereby impowered to hear & determine all offences 
agt the sd Act or agt any branch thereof And to award pro- 
cess & execution thereupon as by the sd Statute may more at 
large appear. 

Now for as much as The due Execucon as well of the 
Laws of this province (wherewith the Magistrates here are 
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intrusted by the King & Governor) as also of those Laws of 
England which relate to the preservacon of the peace & 
common utility of mankind And may be properly adapted & 
applyed to o r present Emergencys will very much conduce 
to honor of Trueth, the quiet Government of this province 
and the tranquility of the peaceable people thereof. And 
for as much as this Board haveing Duely weighed & seri- 
ously considered the present Disaffeccon & Contempt of Au- 
thority introduced & industriously promoted of late by some 
furious Male Contents to the great disquietude of ye peace 
of the province and to the violation of that Neighbourhood 
& Charity which were somewhat conspicious among us. 
And ¥m Bradford a professed printer here though under 
severall obligations of fidelity to the Governm' and severall 
tymes cautioned not to publish any paper or book which 
might either reflect on authority or contain personal reflec- 
tions to the promoting of feudes & animositys among the 
Inhabitants here, yet through his Enmity & officiousness he 
hath prostrated the use & service of his press to gratify a 
troublesome number of a disafFected Society. 

Therefore it is hereby declared to be the unanimous Sense 
of this Board That the provincial Judges and Justices of the 
peace of this province within their respective Jurisdiccons 
shall use their Xtian Care & prudence to prevent & suppress 
the Books and pamphlets within this province as either want 
the Author's or printer's name set thereunto as the sd act 
directs Or are printed by such as are unqualified to print by 
the sd Act Or which have a tendency to sedicon & disturb- 
ance of the peace Or to the subversion of the present form 
of Government. Or to the raising of Dislike in the people 
of this province towards the proprietory or towards each 
other Or to ye Contempt of Magistrates or Magistracy 
under the penalties & forfeitures in the sd recited Act of 
pari' comprised. 

Adjourned to-morrow to 8 in ye forenoon. 

Att the Council Boom held at Philadelphia the 21th 7thm 
1692. 
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Present 
Thomas Lloyd Deputy Gov* 
Arthur Cook Joseph Growdon 

Jo n Delavall Wm Biles 

Hugh Roberts 
"Win Jenkins 



Hugh Roberts Samuel Levis 



This Board Intending to caution the printers concerning 
the Order of yesterday's sitting Did send for "Wm Bradford 
& his servant. But the Sheriff returned Answer That the 
sd Bradford is gone out of Town to stay for a week And 
his Man is gone to "Wm Salways plantacon as his Mr 
informed the Sheriff. 

Adjourned till y e 15 th of November next or till further 
order if occasion. 



